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must be mad, or Ms situation desperate, to attempt
It; and he wrote to Pitt: "I have so high an opinion
of the gentlemen within (Madras), that I dare answer
they will make such a defence as will do honour to our
nation and end in M. Lally's disgrace." The result of
the siege was some compensation for the loss of Fort St.
David, and he warmly congratulated his friends on the
honour they had gained.
The first successes of the French were soon known in
Bengal; and the news, greatly magnified by rumour,
produced a marked change in the attitude of the natives.
An intercepted letter disclosed the fact that several of
Meer Jaffier's generals had offered to join the French
against the English \ and, whilst these intrigues were
going on, Roydullub, who was under British protection,
was dismissed and disgraced. To remove any unfavour-
able impression, Olive invited Meer Jaffier to Calcutta,
and the latter, to whom an appearance of cordiality was
equally necessary, accepted the invitation. He was
received with every mark of honour and respect, and
after having been magnificently entertained and loaded
with presents, returned well pleased to his capital.
With him went young Warren Hastings, whom Olive
had selected to succeed Mr. Scrafton as Resident.
Olive, while dealing with the native difficulty in
Bengal, did not neglect the appeal for aid from
Madras. His effective force did not exceed seven
hundred Europeans, and there was a decided feeling at
Calcutta against any reduction. He believed, however,
that his personal influence over the natives would enable
him to preserve order in the Residency, and he was
determined to help his friends. Two courses were open